o 


o 


Preach d at t 


* 2 
2 Gy *; 


. * 
e 


| 


; Hh ' © ads; ww 
9 72777. T NS CT; FFF ey gd * Sau. 
7 WY **n * 3 


0 o all Sincere 


* 5 


2 


, oh hp tf 9 > Ars x ing 


Setter ove. 


WH 


» yas PRA FEY, np " 
e 8 
0 
i 
= 


* 
e e eee 


: | | 1 
1 P's : | A : 
q 5 a 6 . 1 7 4 4 | : | 
f ; | 1 f 1 > ; * „ Wy ” 1 1 8 25 
1 i f 4 : - N | ; 

2 2 F þ 5 1 © . : ; ; : 

5 ) a : : * * 2 CT 2 * SS 
; : | * £ * 

Þ , ; 4 5 : | 3 | 3 | 


: 1 
* *% . *# „3 , 4 : 


> * * 2 : - N R . EE 2 4 4 | ] . 
; p * 5 | | l | : 
« . q "hs 4 + : 4 3 | * Wo 4 * i f 
| a : % Y C5” | 


e 
* 


. 


1 
X * '> 
* 
4 


5 


5 f 


6 E 4 I + 
: F N * * - F - 
- 2 


„ Which has been os miſrepreſented ) 


** 


„rr. R ˙— ͤùU ner, ˙·˙ Ä 8 
£2 


s 
e on fi R 


r — * l 1s is "OTE" 12 
e ir * 1 5 
; % « : 

bl 5 


4 
4 „ s. 5 I» 
7 os * a : a 
11 4 : 


8 
age 


Sa 
% 


vw MI 
* 
* 


* 
% 
„K 


* $64 4-243, v . fa 
1 * mn e 7e; RAY 2 2 
5 | 
a 11 " RE. as 5 1 - 
: » 3 4 


I 
Sax A264 ge e eee 
5 


„ acts s 1 
$ . N Y * + ia Us es. A nh . ES. 2 p A eh Abe's 4: tr e eee — * — REO PIOER 
& : | 


OE Te Xs 


obs oi d 
79 8 
ry 
& 
N 
— 


bs. 
2 
- 2 
* 
* 5 
7 ; 2 | 
8 L 
15 * : 
W 4 


Wilts ot 
i 


S 
SAS IACOP EIN 
#44 <SASESSESSSSSGS 


4 k © " * 
"I * ; % 
* ' 


in the World: They mcreaſe in Riches." 
Verily I have cleanſed my Phe t in_vain, 


of this Pſalm, deſcribes very Pathe- 
tically the State of the Wicked ; and 
the Conſideration of their ſo great 


Jt 
Proſperity was a great Stumbling- 


5 2nd eee - 7 oe, þ 
n well mg Hippe; an why, ſays he, I was 
) —_ at the Fooliſh, when 1 ſaw the Proſperity: o/ 


the Wicked : For there are no Bands in their Death, 


but their Strength is firm : They are net in Trouble 


as other Men, neither are 1 ' plagned like prther. 


Eyes ſt aud out with Fatneſs, &c. And then the Pro- 
phet ſeems to be angry, and expoſtulate with him» 
ſelf, as having been fooliſhly ſcrupulous, for not 
» || having indulg d bimſelf with the Pleaſures of this 


, . : bad 
= „ 3 ; # ty . 4 N 
- Fe £ - - ” a7 
SALM IXXIIi. 12, 1: OP. ES 
.. 5 4% | 
s wth 2 . — N 8 ö — | ps & a 1 
| - 250 7 1 3 o yy , a : Is 4 Ty 1 ". 3B. 


Behold, theſe are the Ungodly, who e, 


and waſhed my Hands in Innacenc ,. 


1» 1 
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H E Holy Pſalmif;in the former kart 


' block to bim; it ffagger' d his Faith 


Men : Therefore Pride compaſſeth them about as 
Chain, Violence covereth them t a Garuent : | Thew 


World, ſor - having been plagued all the Day long. 
and chaſten d every Morning; Since | fee thoſe who 
have no Regard to the * of GOD 8 
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van, and waſhed 


every Day, his whole Life, from the Manger to the 
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| than the Upright, fince 1 ſee thoſe Things not ſu 
much as indifferently diſpenſed to him that worſhip- 
peth, and him that wor ſhippeth not, but in a man- 


ner quite reſerv'd for the Sinner, which I thought 
GOD would have given as a particular Inheritance 


only to the Juſt ;- Ferily I have cleanſed my Heart in 
"my Hands in Innocency: And how 
to vindicate the Juſtice of the Almighty in this Caſe, 


was a Task too. diffcult for the P/elmift himſelf; 
he thought to have fathomed this, but it was too 
bard for him, untill he had recourſe to the San- 


ctuary of GOD, then underſtood he the End of theſe 
Men, haw he places them in ſlippery Places, and caſts 
them down into Deſtruction; how, as in a Moment, 
he brings them into Deſolation, how they are utterly 
conſumed with Terrors: When his Mind was thus 
farther enlighten'd by GOD, then 


where all the vain Pomp, Riches, and Grandeur of 


the Wicked tend to, namely, their own more ſud- 


den Rin... 4 


From hence we may learn, not to judge of | the In- 
tegrity of a Man by the Greatneſs of his Poſſeſſions, 


or of the Juſtice of a Cauſe becauſe we ſee it attended 
with Succeſs. © + F 


The mean State of our Bleſſed Redeemer, his A po- | 


ſtles, and the Prophets, is a farther Confirmation of 


this Truth, for otherwiſe our Redeemer ought to have 


been the richeſt, moſt flouriſhing, happy Prince that 
ever reigned, but we find him quite the Reverſe; in- 
ſtead of a Prince, we find him content to be eſteem'd 


the Son of an obſcure Carpenter; inſtead of reſiding 


in ſumptuous Palaces, he ſeems to complain,thatFoxes 
have Holes, and Birds of the Air have Neſts, hut the 


Son of Man hath not where to lay his Head; inſtead. 


of being gorgeouſly array'd, and faring ſumptaonſly 
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Croſs, 


perceived. he 
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Croſs, was one continu'd Stage of Poverty, Humi- 
lity, and Perſecution. Nor did his Succeſſors the A- 
poſtles fare better than their Lord and Maſter: We 
find St. Paul working with Aguila in Tent-making, 
an Occupation common to them both; many others 
who were Fiſhermen, we find toiling in vain all 
Night; nor was the Concluſion of their Lives, as to 
outward Appearance, more deſirable; inſtead of fi- 
niſning their Courſe in Eaſe, Peace, and Plenty, they 
fell Sacrifices to the Malice of Blood-thirſty Tyrants : 
Nor was the State 'of thoſe Prophets who preceded 
Chriſt preferable; ' We find David perſecuted by 
Saul; his Capital, and moſt part of his Kingdom, 
Inaſurp'd by his rebellious Son Abſalom : We find Je- 
remy and Daniel ( becauſe by daring to ſpeak, and - 
act according to the Truth, they had incurr'd the 
Diſpleaſure of the Courtiers) in a Dungeon; and 
Holy Fob: furrounded with all Temporal Adverſity, 
and that by the expreſs Permiſſion of theAlmighty: A 
Hue Conſideration of Job's Caſe (concerning which, 
ſhall, in proſecuting my Diſcourſe, enlarge) would 7 
lone ſuffice to prove my Propoſition, namely, tbat 
e muſt not judge of the Integrity of a Man, by the 
reatneſs of his Poſſeſſions, or of the Juſtice of a 
Nauſe becauſe we ſee it attended with Succeſs... 
f | Therefore, ſince the beſt Men have labour d under 
e Ihe greateſt Temporal Afflictions, I need not prove, 
t hat the wicked, the moſt profligate Perſons. have 
een in the moſt flouriſhing Condition: The Hiſtory 
d Ff all Ages, and daily Experience confirms this: Let 
s- * therefore, ſee what Uſe we may make of this 
_ e Diſtribution of the good Things of 

IS WOT Id. , i 2 
4 lf there is a Being infinitely perfect, that Being 
ly Puſt be juſt, ſince Juſtice is a Perfection; and being 
je t, he muſt reward 1 455 according to their Acti- 
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1 | 
ons, whether good/or bad: And ſince we daily fee 
good, juſt, and pious Wien labouring under the great- 
eft Load of Poverty, Miſery, Slander, and Perſecu- 
tion; under all the Afflictions Mortality is capable 
of, reſiſting bravely even unto Blood, and their Re- 
Wards as it were transferr'd to others; for the Wic- 
Ked fare ſumptuouſſy every day, they have Children 
atthbeir Will, and when they die, they leave the reſt 
of their Subſtance to their Babes: Since we ſee all 
this, we muſt either own it to be inconſiſtent with 
the juſtice of G O D, or we muſt acknowledge that 
there will be a Time when the Juſt ſhall receive his 
good things, and the Wicked his evil things; for 
GOD cannot ac contradictorily to his Eſſential 
Attributes; if ſo, he would ceaſe to be GOD: ju- 
ftice is an Eſſential Attribute of G OD, and if he 
ceafes to be juſt, he ceaſes to be GOD. And ſince 
this State of Retribution is not in this Life, there 
muſt be another, there muſt be a Time when 
peo tg ſhall be rewarded, and the Unjuſt puni 
med; for we muſt not, we dare not, call in queſtion 
the juſtice of the Almighty. Thus it is viſible, fron 
the Conſideration of this unequal Diſtribution of the 
good things of this World, that there muſt be a fu 
ture State; where all things will be ſet aright; wher: 
all Tears ſhall be wiped from the Cheeks of the goo 
Man; where he ſhall not in the leaſt repine at th 
Miſery, Hardſhip, and Perſecution which he under 
went in this Life; where he ſhall receive his goo 
things, and, on the other hand, the wicked proſpe 
rous Man, the Uſurer, Oppreſſor, and Perſecuta 
ſhall receive his evil things. Thus we may proi 
this Point excluſive of Revelation, and may uſe it 
confute thoſe who pay no Deference to Sacred Writ 
and as to us, who allow the Holy Writ to be tl 
Word of GOD, we cannot doubt of 9 


- 
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Truth : The New Teſtament almoſt in every Chap- 
ter confirms it; and it was this ſtedfaſt Faith that 
enabled, in a great Meaſure, the Primitive Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity to deſpiſe all the Indignity, Malice, 
and Perſecution of the Enemies of Chriſt: They 
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knew that they had not their Hope in this Life on- 
ly; for had it been ſo, they had been of all Men moſt 


miſerable :- If the Dead riſe not, why ſtand we in jeopar- 
dy every hour? Why do we ſo meekly ſubmit nader 
2 Ferſecation? Why do we voluntarily deny ourſelves 
the fulleſt Enjoy ments of the Pleaſures of this World 
ſeeing thoſe who indulge themſelves therein ſhal 
fare as well as we, ſeeing the Juſt and the Wicked 
ſhall alike periſh like the Beaſts of the Field, and be- 
come as the Dung of the Earth? Let us eat and-drink, 
let us partake of the Enjoyments of this Life, while 
we can, for to morrow we die. r 36 POT: CH 
Were the Caſe thus, this would be the greateſt 
_ Wiſdom; all our Care might be employed in eon- 
triving how to live deliciouſly, to deny ourſelves no- 
thing agreeable which we could compaſs, fince it 
would be indifferent as to Futurity, ſince the good 
and bad Man muſt alike return to his Primitive State 
of Inſenſibility. But if the Caſe is alter'd; as appears 
from Reaſon, and ſince Revelation plainly declares 
for a future State; if there ſhall be a Time when all 
| ſhall receive according to their Demerits ; then we 
| ought not to indulge ourſelves in the Pleaſures of 
this World; we muſt not employ our Time and Di- 
ligence to amaſs Riches, or to purſue unlawful Pleas - 
ſures; we muſt not ſeek to ſecure by any Means how 1; 
unwarrantable ſoever the Riches of this World: But, 
our Time, Thoughts, and main Concern muſt be to ³ü 
ſecure our Happineſs in a future State, and not bß 
an Abuſe of the good things of this Life forfeit out 
Title to eternal Happineſs; not by 2 mo 


mentary | 
Grati- 
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e 
Gratlfieation of our carnalAppetitesplungeourſelves 
into eternal Miſery: The Remembrance of that ſe- 
vereAccount that muſt at laſt be given, ought to put 
a Check upon our Actions, and keep them witbin 
the Bounds of our Duty, reduce our irregular paſſi · 
ons, tame and mortify our wildeſt Luſts: The Ac- ' 
count that muſt be given, ought to be kept in ſuch 
continual Remembrance, that no evil Thoughts may 
fiad rhe. leaſt Harbour in our Breaſt. 
And from the Certainty of this State of Retribu= 
tion ariſes an inconceivable Satisfaction, an inward 
Pleaſure, Hope, and Comfort to the Juſt Man, tho? 
oppreſs'd with the heavy Load of Poverty and Per- 
ſecution; this ſweetens the greateſt Afflictions it is 
2 for a good Man to lie under; ſince he is aſ- 
{ur'd the Vale of Miſery he now walks in cannot laſt 
long, before twill lead to Paradicgdge. 
He knows many have chearfully gone before him, 
have manfully ſtruggled with all theſe Misfortunes, 
and do now reap their Rewards; he is aſſur'd there 
is a never-fading Crown of Glory prepared for thoſe 
that cannot by any Temporal Miſery be prevaiFd up- 
on to let go their Integrity, but are reſolv'd, mau - 
gre all the Powers of Darkneſs, to hold that faſt, 
are prepar'd to endure the Loſs of Liberty, Eſtate, 
Relations, Wife and Children, the Pain of Whips; 
Dungeons, Gibbets, Halters, or Axes; any thing, 
rather than the Sting of their own Conſciences. 
The Man who will not ſuffer his Conſcience to 
reproach him, is aſſured, that though he ſuffers witng 
Chriſt, he ſhall riſe with him in Glory to all E- 


= 


And, on the other hand, the Thoughts of this 
muſt ſower all the imaginary Joys and Proſperity 
of the wicked Man; his Reaſon. muſt daily, hourly 
ſuggeſt to him, that his Actions, his . 
33 . Orgy 


„ 
Words and Thoughts, give him no Manner of Pre- 
tence to ſo gracious a Return, ſuch kind Treat” 
ment, from the Hands of a Juſt GOD; (tho? he 
may fit in the High Places, may have the Ear and 
| Favour of his Prince, may gather the Riches of this 
World in Heaps, by oppreſſing his Fellow-SubjeasY 
that he undeſervedly enjoys theſe Favours, this 


bitter Pill, this nauſeous Ingredient deprives him 
of the real Enjoyment of thoſe . good Things he 


Some, indeed, ſeem ſo bewitch'd with the Vani- ' 


ties of this World, ſo drown'd in the Love there- 


of, their Senſes ſo buried, the whole Man ſo infa- 


tuated, that they ſeem to have baniſſid all Senſe of 
GOD and his Juſtice, out of their Minds; but, it 18 
but in Appearance, they cannot blot his Idea out of 


their Minds, it ſticks too cloſe, is too firmly rooted 


in the very Nature of Man, for him, let him do 
what he can, to raze it quite out; for ſhould you 
trace the moſt hardned Wretch to bis Cloſet, to 


his private Thoughts, (as all Men, be they never ſo 
profligate, muſt have ſome Inter vals;) there you 


would find bim another Man, there you would find 
him endeavouring to huſh the Rebukings of that 
watchful Monitor, his Conſcience, btinging back freſh 
to his Remembrance all his vicious Actions, ſetting 


them forth to his View in their proper Colours, 
ſharply upbraiding him with want of Conſideration; 


nor ſtopping here, but threatning him with the juſt 
Anger of a long-forbearing GOD, if he does not 
quickly make his Peace, return to his bounden 


Duty, and for the future refrain from ſuch evil 
Courſes as muſt overwhelm him with endleſs Mi- 


ſery. 1 FE +. + 274 | * 2145 % . | $23 } 3 ' 
1 And, I appeal to the moſt daring Sinner, to the 
vileſt af thoſe bare · fac d Profligates, who ſeem to 


have 
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have fold themſelves to work Wickedneſt, to have 


entirely abandon'd all Senſe of Humanity; to the 


vileſt of thoſe Ruffians, who, though drunk with 
Blood, with noble humane Blood, yet thirſt for 


more, when they think they ſhall get ought there- 
by; to the vileſt of thoſe Wretches who commit 
Lewdneſs almoſt in the Face of the Sun without a 


| Bloſh: 


I appeal to the beſt bred: Sinner of thoſe who 
abuſe their high Births, and liberal Fortunes, (given 


them by GOD, that they might be ſhining Ex- 


amples to others, for the Encoutagement of Ver- 
tue and Piety ) by leading the. way to Vice and Im- 
morality at a bolder and more deſperate Rate than 
Sinners of an inferiour Rank dare to do; of thoſe. 
that will not hear of their Crimes in this World, 
but will harraſs and brow- beat thoſe few who dare 
be honeſt enough to endeavour to reform them. I 
appeal to the moſt hardened of theſe, whether he 
does not often feel the Rebukings of his Conſci- 
ence? And, how does this Superiour, this great 
and mighty Man in Sin and Wickedneſs behave 
himſelf ? why truly, with no better Grace than 

ner of leſs Quality uſes to do, and often with 
worſe; unwilling to keep ſuch uncomplaiſant Com- 
pany,he ſeeks to drown it with a Repetition of thoſe 
Healares, with which he has already cloy'd his Ap- 


petite; with Wine, Mirth and Company, he ſtrives 
to ſtifie that which in the World to come fhall ne- 


yer die. But if he is thus far loſt in Sin, as not in 
the leaſt to hearken to theſe Checks in his Career 
to Deſtruction, let us trace him but a little far- 
ther, till his Debauchery ſhall have impaired his 
Conſtitution, and reduc'd him, though unwilling, 
to a regular Way of Living, till unable any longer 
to purſue his Pleaſures, he's forc'd to quit 15 
4 LN, Rs PO or 
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for a Sick-Bed, then (if the Almighty is ſo gra- 
cious, as not to deprive him of his Senſes, as 
well as his Strength; if be is not ſo far aban- 
doned by GOD, as to be ſuffer'd to periſh dull 
and inſenſible as h livd) what Agonies muſt 
he endure ? What racking Thoughts muſt dwell 
upon his Soul, and prey upon his Spirits? Then 
with the greateſt Concern and Horror will he* 
reflect upon his paſt Actions, and too too late 
wiſh he had either never been, or made a bet-' 
ter Uſe of his Time. This Bed, which to a juſt 


Man, contemplating upon the Inregrigy of his 
Soul, is, as it were, a Taſte of Heaven, is to 


the Reprobate an Anticipation of Hell; when 
he finds that his Conſtitution cannot hold ont 
long, and that in a few Hours he ſhall be call@ 
upon to appear before the awful Tribunal of 


GOD, there to give an Account of the Talent 
he has been entruſted with; and is conſcions how 
he has miſemploy'd it, how unprepar'd he is to 


give an Account of that Truſt he has abusd in 


every Part; he can expect nothing but the Wrath 
of GOD to fall upon him; and this which 
will be his inſeparable Companion, muſt cer- 


tainly be an Earneſt of what he muſt expect 


hereafter. © 1 & 
Therefore, ſince Riches and Proſperity do for 
the moſt part accompany Injaſtice and Wicked · 


neſs; fince there will be a Future State, where 


the Caſe will be alter'd : Let us conſider, how 


thoſe who move in a lower Sphere, and are not 


Partakers with the Mighty in their Oppreſſions, 


. ought to behave themſelves under Poverty, Op- 


preſſion, and Perſecution, which is moſt likely 
to be their Caſe. | e 1 
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_Þ.h, Let him Who laboers ander Poverty or 
Per ſecation, diligently conſider, for what Reaſon, 
600 is his lafnite Wiſdom has allotted. him. 
this State; let him retire into his Cloſet, and 
ezamine the paſt Actions of his Life, whether 
he has not juſtly provoked GOD to plague him 
by. fome notorious Breach of his Laws? Whe- 
ther he has not long liv'd in ſome known Sin, in 
open Diſobedience and Defiance to the Com- 
mands of GOD ? Which if he finds to be his 
Cafe, he muſt patiently undergo the Chaſtening 


of the Almighty, and conclude that this Tri- 


bulation is ſeat to him as a Mark of G O D's 
Diſpleaſure, to bring him back to a Senſe of his 


Duty, as a Warning- piece to give him Notice 


of the Rock he will ſhortly be ſplit upon, and 
make Shipwreck of both Body and Soul, if he 
Full: perſiſts in that Courſe of Wickedneſs. He 
muſt take it as a Means GOD. preſcribes to fave 
his Soul, by humbling his Spirit: He muſt take 
it as a Favour that GOD did not {till ſuffer him 
to run on head-long into Perdition : And if, 
upon Examination, any one finds this to be his 
_ Cale, I need not enlarge upon his Duty, every 
one knows the Duty of Sinners; namely, to ſin 
no more, leſt, if they ſtill reſiſt the Spirit, and 
72 gracious Impulſes thereof, an eternal Stat 
Miſery be alſo their Doom. _ ada 
„And if, upon a thorow Examination, he does 
not find his Conſcience ſo accuſing him, if that 
d 1 reproach. him, then let him conſider it 
Tr 


doe 
A Tryal put upon him by GOD. to prove his 
Canſtancy in the Truth, bis Patience and Re- 


- 


n, from the Bottom of his Heart, ſay with 
his Bleſſed Redeemer, Lord, not my Will but thine 


Y 4 < * FE 5 
* * - — 


tion to the Will of his Creator; and if be 


Te 11 1 = 
. 4 then may he comfort himſelf under the 
heavieſt Load of Aiflictions with the Conſcienge 
_ - of his own lategrity; as Holy Joh did, a: 
and perfect Manz one who: feard GOD, and 

eſchewed Evil, ſo that there was none like him 
ia the Earth; one who, as he exceld in Ver- 
tue and Goodneſs, is a ſtanding Frecedent for 
our Conduct and Behaviour, in whatſoever State 
the Almighty has placed us. The LORD bleſ- 
ſed Job wich a fair Progeny of Sons and Dangh- 
ters; beſides his Subſtance was ſeren thouſavd 
"Sheep, three thouſand Camels,” five hundred: Take 
of Oxen, five humdred She- Aſſes, and 4 ben great 
- Houſhold, ſo that he was the greweſ} Au of. rhe 
Eaſt. Moreover, the LORD made an Hedgs about 
him, about his Houſe, and about all that 2 had. 
But this Tide of Fortune could not Waſn away 
the Senſe he had of his Obligation to his great 
Benefactor;; nor was his Heart lifted up .o, i 
to ſay, Who is the LORD? But he ſtill prais 

G00 the Giver of all good Thiags, and the 

LORD had Pleafure in the uaſnaken Leyahy 
of his Servant, and ſeems. to upbraid Jos 1d 
pter, as if he only could delude the Weak, 1 

durſt not aſſault Joh; and upon the Devil's al- 

ledgiag, That Job did wor ferve GO for gu ” 
but that he had put an Flenge about job, Ml 
his; upon his ſuggeſting, That i be: did lum po 
forth bis Hand, and towh what be had, Job would 
| curſe him to bis Face: The Almighty took g- 
way the Hedge from about his Subſtance, that 
Job might tive 2 fall Proof of his Fidelit F and 
ſhew how groundleſs the Suggeſtions o 
wicked, malicious Spirit were, by continuing as 
| immoveable in the -utmoſt Poverty, Adverlity, 


and ag as he had done in the other 
C3 „ treme | 


1 
ö 
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treme of Riches and worldly E 


tteers, none ſtock to him bot pretended Friends, 
ho inſtead of comforting him aggravated his 


uy againſt him: Vet under all this Load Feb 
ſinned 


 4nfinuating, That Skin for Skin, yea all that a Man 
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neſs; and 
ſo, without the leaſt Repining, Job was bereft 
of all his Subſtance, yea of his Sons and Daugh- 


Misfortunes, and ſtrived to prove him an un- 
juſt Man, becauſe the Hand of GO D was fo 


not, ſayiag, The LOA D gave, and the 
LORD bub taken away, bleſſed be the Name 0 
the LORD. And afterwards, when upon Satan's 


hath wil he give ſor his Life 3 bur put | forth thy : 


he will curſe thee to thy Face, GOD gave him 
Power over Job's Body ailo, Behold he is in thine 


"Hh, F but : ſave bis Life 35 and upon this, the 


Devil was not ſlack in Perſecution, but afflited 
nis Body in a grievous manner with ſore Boils, 
from the Crown of his Head to the Sole of his 
Foot; Job bravely baffled all the Malice of his 
Tormentor, he ſinned not with bis Lips, but 


 reply'd, What ? Shall we receive good Things at 


the Hand of GOD, aid not evil? Thus Holy 


ED Job, tho try'd with the greateſt Extremes of 


Poverty and Perſecution, Riches and Proſperity, 
in all behaved not himſelf amiſs, neither taxed 
GOD fooliſhly; and we ſee how the LORD 
at laſt rewarded him with greater Proſperity 
than he enjoy'd before. And here have we not 
a moſt 'glorious Pattern ſet before us? If we 
would but reſolve to imitate this holy Man as 
mach as it lies in our Power, how would thoſe 


too frequent Repinings at GOD and his Provi- 
dence be turn'd into Expreſſions of Praiſe and 
Hallelujahs? Nor let any be diſcourag'd, m— 


Lay} 
tho we ſee many ſuffer with Job, yet we ſee 
few, few meet with the ſame Temporal Re- 
ward; for let them reſt aſſured, that tho' many 
Men fall Sacrifices to Lawleſs Powers, to Ty- 
rants and Perſecutors, yet they ſhall be reward- 
ed in another State; which muſt be, (as I have 
already ſhew'd) or GOD cannot be Juſt. 
2dly, Let him conſider, that GOD knows bet- 
ter what is conducive to the Good of his Soul than 
he himſelf; for which Reaſon, he thus afflicts 
him, that it may tend to the eternal Salvation of 
his immortal Part: GOD, perhaps, knows in his 
unſearchable Wiſdom, that ſhould he bleſs him 
with Abundance, ſhould his Subſtance increaſe, 
he would be apt to ſet his Heart upon it, his 
Thoughts would altogether be employed with the 
Care thereof, and all Senſe of Duty to his Maker 
excluded A ſhould the Almighty bleſs him with 
Abundance, he would abuſe it as others do: For 
that reaſon, GOD does not ſuffer him to be tempt- 
ed above Meaſure, above what he is able to bear. 
Let him therefore beware, leſt by his unbecoming 
Carriage, he pervert the gracious Deſigus of Pro- 
vidence; let him not thiak himſelf wiſer than 
GOD; let him not preſume to think GOD hath 
not order'd his preſent State for the beſt ; let him 
ſubmit, not open his Mouth to tax GOD fooliſh- 
ly; let no Repining proceed out of his Mouth; 
but let him reſolve conteatedly to lead his Life 
in that Station in which G O D hath plac'd him, 
to the Honour and Glory of his Creator, and 

the Salvation of his own Soul. aged te 
3dly, Let him conſider, that Poverty and Per- 
ſecution is no Novelty to Chriſtians : The Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs, Faction, Schiſm, Idolatry, and 
l 55 Hereſy 


. | 


bl 
* 
ſhew who are Chriſtians indeed, who only pro- Iv 
P 
a 
] 


luſion, *tis not for our Righteouſneſs. Under 


among us: Bleſſed are ye, ſays our Lord, when ye 


„„ 
Hereſy will conſtantly oppoſe, revile, and pet. 
ſecute, even to Death, the ſincere Chriſtian; u 
but that Chriſtians under Perſecution make the R. 
moſt glorious Appearaace, this is indeed hard ga 
hard for Fleſh and Blood; but the true ChriſtianflP: 
muſt not be guided by the Dictates of the Fleſh, In- 
the unruly Luſts whereof the Holy Writ wa; B 
given ns to curb and fubdue. Perſecution will 
[ſeparate the Drofs from the pure Gold; it will 


fes themſelves ſuch for Intereſt; or becauſe it is 


the faſhionable Religion of their Native Country, 
who owe their being Chriſtians to Chance; for had 


they been born in Turley, they would have reveren - 
dced the Alcoran as much as they pretend to do the 


Bill. Perſecution will ſhew who are true Mem- 
bers, ſincere Lovers, of our Epiſcopal Church, and 
ho only Occaſionally comply, to qualify them- 
ſelves for Places, the more eaſily to undermine 
our Conſtitution both in Church and State: (But 
let them not, O GOD, gain their Ends!) The 
Times of Forty One have been, when almoſt ever 
thing went by a wrong Name; and if the Lo 
doth not again deliver us up to the ſame De- 


that Perſecution, the true Members of our Church 
ſhone forth as Stars in the Firmament; 1 
doubt not but the ſame Spirit ſtill is powerful 


are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sale, for yours is the 
Kin dom of Eg To which Kin 220 m, ſince 
Pere ion will entitle us, Curſed, Curſed: is 
that Religion that ja ſtißes reſiſting Law ful Prin- 
ces (not Pretenders or r in caſe of the 
moſt violent Perſecution, or for any other _— 

PREP - | eak; 
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Religion be, that muſt be protected or propa-' 
gated by Weapons, 7 Ef 1 unknown to the 
primitive Profeſſors of 


Blood of the Martyrs hath been, and I doubt not 
but it will continue to be, the Seed of the Church: 


within the Memory of many. ſtill living, under 
pretence of Religion, coſt more Engl.ſh Blood 
and Treaſure, than all the Perſecutions for Re- 
ligion in this Nation, and all our Foreign Wars 
ſince the Conqueſt, put together; did more real 
Detriment to the Reformation, fix'd a more laſting 
Scandal upon Proteſtants, than any Perſecution ſhall 
be able to do; beſides the Entailing innumerable 
Pretenders upon us, of which whether we or our 


Lord only knows. ; + i fot a | 

Athly Let him conſid er his. bleſſed Redeemer 
bath ſweetned all the Stages of Poverty and Per- 
ſecution, by paſſing through them himſelf; that 
his Load of Miſery cannot be greater than what 


he a Sinner expect to be more gently,dealt with? 
If the Son of G0 D. underwent ſuch Tribula- 
tion, what. Title can he plead for better Treat- 
ment? 32 


if be doth but meekly reſigu himſelf up to the Gui- 
dance of his Providence, GOD will give him 
Strength to bear ap againſt all Adverſity; if he de- 
fires his Aid, he will hear him, and either give 
him a Meaſure of his Holy Spirit ſufficient to ſup- 
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Jveak, very weak, muſt the Foundation of that 


briſtianity. - Perſecution, 
never did or can prejudice Chriſtianity ; No, the 


Whereas, on the other hand, one Rebellion, 


Children's Children will ever ſee an End, the 


he bore, who. was without Sin, and why ſhould 
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' Fthly, Let him conſider, the Almighty wilt 
not lay more upon him than he is able to hear; 
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'Shoulders; with the Temptation he will make 


miſe: How chearfully ought they to diſcharge 
their Duty, reſolving in all things to ſubmit to 


himſelf, whoſocver has but this Juſt Idea of 

GO D, and the great Diſproportion there is be- 
twixt Divine and Humane Wiſdom, will behaye 
himſelf aright under the worſt Circumſtances; 
be cut down like the Graſs, and wither even as the 


as an Opportunity offered him of 'purting the 


' ſhould be no Tyrants, no Perſecutors : He will 
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bim, or elſe remove the Load from his 


way for the Deliverance; and how great Conſo- 
lation muſt hence ariſe to diſtreſſed + Mortals ? 
when they know G OD hath promiſed not to 
ſuffer them to be tempted above what they 
are able to bear, that hath promiſed Af 
ſiſtance to all that ſtand in need of it, and de- 
voutly petition him for it; that GOD, who 
cannot lye, will undoubtedly perform his Pro- 


the Will of GOD? | $f) 5155 a4 
In ſhort, whoever will but thus conſider with 


he will ſay with the Pſalmiſt; It 7s good for me 
to be affiifled;, be will not fret himſelf becauſe of the 
Ungodly, neither will he be envious at the Proſpe« 
ity of the Evil* Doers, knowing that they ſhall pr 


reen Herb : He will not repine at that State which 
G OD allots him; he will conſider Perſecution 


Duty of Submiſſion and Non-reſiſtance in Pra- 
Rice, which in vain had S. Paul enjoin'd, if there 


therefore commit his Cauſe to GOD, to whom 
Vengeance alone belongeth; he will not uſurp 
the Province of the Almighty, by calling thoſe 
to account who only are accountable at the Tri- 
bunal of GO D, but ſubmit, knowing that GOD 
will order every thing for the beſt; Oy 
Ne” = | eſteem 
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eſteem it a Trial how' he can demean himſelf inan 
the worſt Circumſtances; he will not ſay as be 
Wicked doth, becauſe he ſeeth their way prof 
pet; no, be knows that er 1 20 not the 
Characteriſtick of Goodneſs or Juſtice; he kngws 
by fo doing he ſhould condemn the Gederation 
of 80 Ds Children; he knows that GOD © 
chaſteneth whom he loveth; he will take it as a 
Favour from the Hands of GOD to humble 
his Mind, which by Proſperity might be ſo puffed 
up, as to forget and deſpiſe G O D rhe Fountain 
thereof; he will be aſſured that by this Afffiction, 
or rather Warning, his Reformation is intended, 
and that if be behaves himſelf under theſe Trials 
as a Chriſtian ought, his Labour will not be loſt; 
he will be abundantly recompenſed at the laſt 
1 i 
In a word, the Chriſtian whoſe Faith is thus 
fix'd on high, will look down with Contempt 
upon thoſe Peſts of hamane Soci ty, Informers, 
though finely array'd with the Price of Blood; 
who creep into our Congregations to ſpy out 
our Chriſtian Liberty: With Canceempt will he 
look down on proſperous wicked Men, upon 
all the empty Titles they unjuſtly poſſeſs: Un- 
concern'd will he behold them ſhine with Gold 
and Jewels not their own, revyelling in Inceſt 
_ Debauchery, ſtrutting with aukward Gran- 
The Chriſtian whoſe Hope is fixed thus, will 
undauntedly deſpiſe all the Slanders, Scoffs, Dun- 
geons, Whips, Gibbets, Scaffolds, Halters, and 
Axes, the moſt violent Perſecution Man or 
Devil can deviſe; he will ſtill dare to ſpeak the 
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Truth, though all the Powers of Darkneſs interk 
F Fat $ 4 


43 

j k 
2 4 
2 4 
1 
£4 


rr 


\ 


fe; he will.n not 0 * Weener of the Wie ⸗ 
ed, nor would he change Condition with - the 
Greateſt, Richeſt, moſt — of them all; 
his Dungeon is more pleaſant, to him than their. 
Painted Chambers; his Fetters more light and 
1 than, their Bracelets; he will ſtill think 
bis Condition preferable. to theirs; he will ſay 
Wich the Pſalmiſt, Verily, there is 4 Reward. ſor. the 
Ein bteous; ; doubtleſs there is 4 God that . the 
Earth; I know, Lord, that thy fudgments are right, 
an . Lord, of very Faithflnefs haſt cauſed me 
to be troubled; and 1 Laces that thou, in thy god 
time, wilt rid me of my Perſecutors. Which GOD: 
to 4 lafinite Mercy. grants. thro! Jefus Cog our 
1d. N 4 1111 %%% ca 
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